
 

Classification: Public 

Key Decision: No 

Gravesham Borough Council 

Report to: Licensing Committee 

Date: 5 September 2022 

Reporting officer: Emily Lane-Blackwell, Senior Licensing Officer 

Subject: Off sales of alcohol under the Business and Planning Act 2020 

Purpose and summary of report:  

To advise Members that the temporary easement in respect of off-sales of alcohol made 
during the pandemic under the Business and Planning Act 2020 is likely to be extended to 30 
September 2023. 
 

Recommendations: 

1. That members note the content of the report. 
 

Key Implications: 

Item Implications 

Legal Any applications would be processed in accordance with the 
Regulations made under Business and Planning Act 2020 

Finance and Value for 
Money 

There will be no additional cost to the Council.  

Corporate Plan There are direct links to all three objectives: 
#1 People, #2 Place and #3 Progress 

Climate Change  There are no direct links to climate change 

 
 

1. Background 

1.1 The Business and Planning Act came into effect in July 2020 and one of the 
provisions included: 

1.1.1 An amendment to the Licensing Act 2003 to allow premises with a licence 
authorising ‘on-sales’ only (sales of alcohol for consumption on the 
premises) to automatically have ‘off-sales’ added to their licence. 

1.2 The provision was intended to be temporary until 30 September 2021. 



2 

1.3 This was then extended, to 30 September 2022, by the Alcohol Licensing 
(Coronavirus) (Regulatory Easement) (Amendment) Regulations 2021. 

2. What next? 

2.1 On 26 May 2022, the Home Office Public Safety Group sent a letter out to all 
authorities, informing them that the provision was going to expire on 30 
September 2022. Please see Appendix 1. 

2.2 On 17 July 2022, the Institute of Licensing announced that they had seen 
correspondence from the Home Office confirming they considered it ‘appropriate 
to extend the off-sales provision for a further year.’ 

2.3 Within the letter the Home Office wrote: 

2.3.1 "As you know, Section 11 of the Business and Planning Act 2020 modified 
provisions in the Licensing Act 2003 to provide automatic extensions to 
premises licences that only permitted sales of alcohol for consumption on 
the premises ("on-sales"), to also allow sales of alcohol for consumption off 
the premises ("off-sales"). This was a temporary measure to boost the 
economy in response to the Covid 19 pandemic and was extended last 
year so as to expire on 30 September 2022.” 

2.3.2 "Covid restrictions on where people could drink lapsed in January 2022. 
Therefore, we had hoped that it would not be necessary to extend these 
provisions and we duly notified the licensed sector of that intention. 
However, notwithstanding the absence of legal restrictions, it is clear that 
the licensed sector is continuing to suffer effects from the pandemic. We 
have therefore reassessed the situation and concluded that it would be 
appropriate to extend the off-sales provision for a further year. We will 
bring the necessary Alcohol Licensing (Coronavirus) (Regulatory 
Easements) (Amendment) Regulations when parliamentary time allows, 
with the intention for the regulations to be in force by 30 September” 

2.3.3 "We still need a long-term solution and it remains our intention over the 
next few months to seek the views of the licensed sector, local authorities 
and other interested parties to understand whether there would be support 
for a streamlined process for alcohol licences, which would be a 
permanent alternative to the current alcohol licensing easements.” 

3. Local situation 

3.1 Gravesham had only two premises take up the easement. 

3.2 On 18 July Licensing contacted these two premises informing them of the above 
situation and that if the regulation is passed prior to 30 September 2022, their 
licence will continue to allow off sales until 30 September 2023. 

4. Appendices 

4.1 The following documents are to be published with the report:  

4.2 Appendix 1 – Letter from the Home Office. 

5. Background Documents  

5.1 There are no background documents. 
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Lead Officer:  Emily Lane-Blackwell, Senior Licensing Officer 

Email:  Emily.lane-blackwell@gravesham.gov.uk  

 
  

mailto:Emily.lane-blackwell@gravesham.gov.uk
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Secondary Implications  

Risk Assessment This provision has been in place for 2 years and it is not expected that we will 
receive any more applications. 
 

Data Protection 
Impact Assessment 

 

A data protection impact assessment (DPIA) should be carried out at the start of 
any major project involving the use of personal data or if you are making a 
significant change to an existing process.  

a. Does the project/change being recommended through this paper involve the 
processing of personal data or special category data or criminal offence data?  

A definition of each type of data can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website via the above links. 

No 

b. If yes to question a, have you completed and attached a DPIA including Data 
Protection Officer advice? 

Click here to start typing 

c. If no to question b, please seek advice from your nominated DPIA assessor or 
the Information Governance Team at gdpr@medway.gov.uk. 

Click here to start typing 

Equality Impact 
Assessment 

a. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper have 
potential to cause adverse impact or discriminate against different groups in the 
community? If yes, please explain answer. 

No 

b. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper make a 
positive contribution to promoting equality? If yes, please explain answer. 

No 

In submitting this report, the Chief Officer doing so is confirming that they have 
given due regard to the equality impacts of the decision being considered, as noted 
in the table above 

Crime and Disorder Licensing regimes are designed to regulate licensable activities in such a way as to 
support the prevention/reduction of crime and disorder through the imposition of 
permissible conditions and appropriate enforcement. 

Digital and website 
implications 

Minor changes to the website. 

Safeguarding 
children and 
vulnerable adults 

The Licensing Act 2003 is strongly linked with the protection of children and 
vulnerable persons through its Licensing Objectives.  The objectives must be 
considered when an application is received and promoted by licence holders. 

 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/key-definitions/what-is-personal-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/special-category-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/criminal-offence-data/
mailto:gdpr@medway.gov.uk

